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AGENDA

Thursday, March 25th

9:30-10:15 AM Welcome and Introduction to the

ANDVSA Pro Bono Project
_ Seth Eames
Christine McLeod Pate

10:15-11:15 AM Basic Nuts and Bolts of Child Custody Divorce Cases

Invelving Domestic Violence
Michael Gershel

Keith Levy

Allison Mendel

Christine Mcleod Pate
Interim Orders— protections for victims of domestic violence; child custody factors including re-

cent Alaska case law, child support guidelines; effectively working with guardians ad litem and child

custody investigators; visitation in proceedings involving domestic violence, and sample pleadings and
affidavits.

11:15-11:30 AM Break

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Basic Nuts and Bolts of Child Custody Divorce Cases

Involving Domestic Violence
Michael Gershel

Keith Levy

Allison Mendel.

Christine McLeod Pate
Settling cases and use of medlatmn trial strategy including expert witnesses and docurnentary

evidence of domestic violence; modification of child custody or visitation; interstate custody disputes
and the UCCJEA.

12:30 - 2:00 PM Lunch on your own

2:00-3:30 PM Confidentiality Concerns for Victims of Domestic Violence

and Alaska’s Protective Order Process

Robin Bronen

Stephanie Leib Migdal

Kari Robinson

Alaska’s confidentiality statute protecting communications between victims of domestic violence

and sexual assault and program advocates; safety issues during child custody and divorce proceedmcs
what information to keep confidential; and Alaska’s protective order process

3:30 - 3:45 PM Break
3:45 - 5:00 PM Working with Domestic Violence Advocates
And Other Resources

. Stephanie Leib Migdal

What is domestic violence? What is the role of an advocate? Support issues faced by domestic
violence victims and effectively assisting victims to access services.
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Friday, March 26th

3:30 -9:30 AM A Survey of Recent State and Federal Laws Affecting
Victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Kari Robinson
1994 Federal Violence Against Women Act; Full Faith & Credit Mandate; Firearms

and Domestic Violence; and Alaska’s 1996 Domestic Violence Prevention & Victims Protec-
tion Act.

9:30~11:00 AM Parental Abduction, The PKPA and New UCCJEA
Andy Harrington
Initial child custody jurisdiction under the UCCJEA-home state jurisdiction priority;
exclusive continuing jurisdiction; and jurisdiction to modify child custody determination. Sig-
nificant protections of Alaska’s UCCJIEA relating to domestic violence including temporary
emergency jurisdiction; inconvenient forum; jurisdiction declined by reason of conduct; and
information to be submitted to the court.

11:00-11:15 AM Break
11:15 AM - 12:15PM Effectively Screening Clients. Interviewing and
Safety Planning with a Victim of Domestic Violence

Shelley Owens

Client interview, safety at home, at work and in court.

12:15- 1:45PM Lunch on your own
1:45-3:15PM Immigration Issues Affecting Immigrant
Survivors of Domestic Violence
Robin Bronen

Undocumented women; conditional permanent resident; lawful permanent resident,
and U.S. citizen. Violence Against Women Act provisions to protect battered immigrant
women & children including self-petition for undocumented battered women. Power and
control tactics used against immigrant women.

3:15-3:30PM Conference Closing
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